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Cottingham," from whom the firm had purchased the copy-
right. Soon after this Cottingham embarked for America,
his ship foundered, and he was among the drowned.

These are some of the annoyances to which artists are
exposed, but worse trouble was to follow. The difficulties
caused by Rossetti's sudden abandonment of the studio and
his refusal to pay his share of the rent, culminating in the
affair of Nockalls Cottingham, had reduced Hunt to the
lowest stages of poverty. Food was the first necessity, and
when the time came for paying the rent the landlord had
to be persuaded to forgo his claims. Time passed, until
the landlord, infuriated by the delay, one day burst into
Hunt's studio, seized all his sketches, most of his books
and his furniture, and ejected him.

All that could now be done was to take refuge in his
father's house; and, although his reception appears to have
been not unkind, his brief sojourn at home cannot have been
a happy one, seeing that he must have been fully conscious
of his father's convictions that what he had long before
foretold as to the fate of his artist son had now in very deed
come to pass. Yet fortune had not entirely forsaken our
struggling painter, for, at the very moment when he was on
the point of despair, kindly assistance was on the threshold.

Not long before the ejection took place, the painter,
Augustus Leopold Egg, had called at Hunt's studio and
introduced himself, explaining by way of apology that he
had greatly admired the picture Rienzi and was sorry to
hear that it was not sold. He examined the picture again
in the studio, and declared himself more pleased with it
than ever. He departed, but came again in a few days
with the request that as a great favour Hunt should allow
him to take Rienzi to the house of a friend of his, who, not
being able to go to the Exhibition, was anxious to see it.